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INDIAN SCHOOL MUSCAT 
SENIOR SECTION 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

CLASS IX 
WORKSHEET   

A LEGEND OF NORTHLAND 
Phoebe Cary 

 
 SUMMARY 

 
The poem is a legend about an old lady who angered Saint Peter because of her greed. The story 

goes on like this. In Northland, lived a lady who was very selfish and greedy. Saint Peter while 

preaching the world reached her door one day. She was making cakes and baking them on the 

hearth. Saint Peter was fainting with hunger. He asked the lady to give a piece of cake. The cake 

that she was baking then appeared to be too big so she did not give him that also. Now she took an 

extremely little scrap of dough and rolled it flat. She made it as thin as water but was unable to part 

with that also. This angered Saint Peter a lot. She said that she was not fit to live in human form. 

And enjoy food and warmth. He cursed her and transformed her into a woodpecker that has bore 

into hard and dry wood to get its scanty food. She can be seen in the trees all day boring and boring 

for food.     

  

 I. Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow. 

1. He came to the door of a cottage 

   In travelling round the earth  

   Where a little woman was making cakes 

   And baking them on the hearth 

a) Who does ‘he’ refer to in the first line? 

b) What request did ‘he’ make to the woman? 

c) Was the little woman rewarded or punished? Why? 

d) Give a word from the extract that means ‘fire place’. 

2. And being faint with fasting  

   For the day was almost done 

   He asked her, from her store of cakes, 

   To give him a single one. 

a) Who is ‘He’ in the extract? 

b) What did he ask her to give him? 

c) Who is the poet? 

d) Trace a word from the extract that means ‘weak’ 

3. Then Saint Peter grew angry  
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   For he was hungry and faint 

   And surely such a woman 

   Was enough to provoke a saint? 

a) Why was Saint Peter about to faint? 

b) How did the woman provoke Saint Peter? 

c) Find out the rhyme scheme 

d) Who is the central character in this poem? 

 

 II. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words. 

1. Who came knocking at the door of the old woman? Why was he there? 

2. Why does the poet say that the hours of the day are few? 

3. Is this poem correct in being known as a legend? Explain. 

4. Is this a true story? Which part of the poem do you think is really important? 

 III. Answer the following question in 120-150 words. 

1. What is the theme of the poem? 

2. What is the message of the poem? 


